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Official; Public’s
help needed to
deal with radon

By Don Spalz
Reading Eagls

Pennsylvania has made ma-
jor strides in protecting the
environment in general and
children in particular by cut-
ting power-plant and vehicle
emissions, but it needs the
public’s help in dealing with
the cancer-causing gas radomn

That was the message
Wednesdav from Thomas Fi-
dler, deputy secretary of the
state Department of Environ-
mental Frotection, at the leg-
islative breakfast of the three
vear-old Pennsylvania Insti-
tute for Children’s Environ-
mental Health.

“Pennsylvania has some of
the highest (radon) concentra-
tions in the country,” Fidler
told several dozen community
leaders attending the break-
fast at the GoggleWorks Center
for the Arts.

He sald an estimated 57 per-
cent of Berks County homes
have higher-than-acceptable
levels of radon, a naturally oc-
curring gas that Fidler said is
one of the leading causes of
lung cancer

Discovery of radon in Boy-
ertown area homes in the mid-
15805 sel off a radon scare na-
tionwide, he said

Fidler, in charge of air qual-
ity management and radiation
protection at the DEF, oul-
lined the steps the DEF 1s tak-
ing to clean up the air, among
them putting new limits on the
amount of mercury that can be
emitted by coal-fired power
plants

Those plants also emitted

T7.000 tons of sulfur dioxide
and 124000 tons of nitrous ox-
ide in 2003, he said

However, he said, by 2015
new rules will cut sulfur diox-

Air quality

You can get upto-date on
line information about local air
quality from two montors in
Barks County, one at Reading
Regonal Airport and the other
at Kutztown University, by vis-
ting a Web ste —www.pice-
hair.org. — run by the Penn-
sylvania Institute for Children's
Ervironmental Health, which is
based in Wyomissing.

New magazine

The Pennsylvania Institute
for Children's Environmental
Health on Wednesday un-
velled the first issue of its
new periodical, Stepping
Stones.

The magazine provides ar-
ticles on environmental condi-
tions and problems, and how
they affect children's health
and growth.

Funds for the magazine
came from several organiza-
tions, primary among them
the Jerlyn Foundation of T.
Jerome and Carolyn Holleran.

Caralyn Holleran, in pre-
seming the first issue
Wednesday to Martha Hafer,
widow of former FirstEnergy
Corp. President Fred D.

Hafer, said that doctors’ of-
fices are among the places
the magazine will be offered.

ide by &6 percent and nitrous
oxXide by 26 percent.

The state has adopted a so-
called Clean Vehicle Program
to cut vehicle emissions, and
those benefits should be huge,
Fidler said.

Meanwhile, the state Senate
5 considering a bill — and the
DEF is considering similar
regulations — to limit how
long trucks' diesel engines can
idle and produce emissions

Cne proposal is to limit
1dling to no longer than five
minutes within a 15-minute
period

“We would see a significant
reductions in emissions,” he
said

The Wyomissing-based in-
stitute is aimed at protecting
children, who pound for
pound breathe twice as much
air and eat twice as much food
as adults, are lower to the
ground and have greater
hand-to-mouth activity, insti-
tute President Craig Hafer
saild

Yet government safety regu-
lations are geared for a 160-
pound adult man, he said.

In a question-and-answer ses-
sion with the three county com-
missioners, state Sen. Michael
A. O'Pake and state Rep.
samue]l E. Rohrer, all agreed
that fines should be raised so
that’s its not cheaper for viola-
tors to pay flnes than to follow
environmental regulations.

W Contact reporter Don Spatz at 610
3TL-B027 or dspatz@readingeagle.com.



