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County is presented environmental award

The Institute for the Advancement of Children’s
Environmental Health recognizes strides made in

Berks County.

By Darrin Youker
Reading Eagle

The Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Children's Envi-
ronmental Health, which creat-
ed a national award to honor
people making a difference in
children’s health, presented
the first one to Berks County
residents and commissioners.

The Dr. F. Javier Cevallos
Award was named after the
Kutztown University president
in honor of his decision to allow
the institute to operate at the
university.

Berks residents and the

commissioners were the first
recipients because of continu-
ing county efforts to support
children’s health, said Craig
Hafer, institute board mem-
her.

The institute opened last
vear at Kutztown. Its mission is
to broaden the understanding
of the differences between a
child and an adult and to create
solutions to protect children
from environmental harms via
education, outreach and re-
search.

The institute was the idea of
members of the Berks County
Environmental Advisory Coun-

cil, who were concerned about
the effects of airborne pollu-
tants on people.

Cevallos and Kutz-
town University took a
risk in allowing the in-
stitute to set up on
campus when the
group was unknown,
Hafer said.

“He embodies exact-
lyv what the award
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deeply honored and humbled
by it,” he zsaid.

The 14-member in-
atitute board will meet
annually to decide
whether to present the
award, which recog-
nizes U.5. residents
and organizations for
being committed to ad-
vancing children’s
health, Hafer said.

means,” he said of Ce- . Berks residents and
vallos. Dr. F. Javier cominissioners got the

Cevallos said he wel- Eeva."':'s first one, he said, be-
comed the institute to surprised by cause of strides in the
Kutztown because its award name past few vears to better

work dovetails with
work students are doing in en-
vironmental gcience,

Having the award named af-
ter him was a surprize, Cevallos
sald.

“As yvou can imagine, I am

the county’s environ-
ment.
“Berks County 1s really mov-
ing ahead at breakneck speed,”
he said.

B Contact reporter Darrin Youker at 610-
3715032 or dyouker@readingeagie.com



