“l do think it is wrong that our babies are being
born prepolhuted. That is not fair to our children.”
Dr. Devra Dawis, epidemiclogist

Epidemiologist warns
of household toxins

Speaking at Kutztown
[University, a scientist
challenges the use of
chemicals and pesticides
in everyday life.
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Before a child ever comes in-
to the world, its developing body
is exposed to a host of chemicals
and toxing — some from com-
mon household produects.

And that could cause prob-
lems as the child matures,

That was the warning Wed-
nesday night from Dr. Devra
Davis, an epidemiologist at the

University of Pittsburgh and
author of two books that chal-
lenge the use of toxins and pes-
ticides in our evervday world.

Bv exposing children to hun-
dreds of chemicals — such as
through the use of herbicides
applied to lawns and chemicals
used to Kill indoor pests — we
are putting their bodies at an
increased risk of cancer, Davis
said at a lecture at Kutztown
Iniversity.

“I do think it 15 wrong that
our babies are being born pre-
polluted.” she said. “That 15 not
fair to our children.”

The Pennsvlvania Institute
for Children’s Environmental
Health sponsored Davis' lecture,
during which she discussed her
new bool “The Secret History of

Dr. Devra Davis, an epidemiologist at the University of Pitshurgh,
during her appearance Wednesday at Kutztown University.

the War on Cancer.”

The institute has partnered
with Kutztown University to
promote research on children’s
health issues.

Davis. who grew up in west-
ern Pennsylvania. is director of
the Center for Environmental
Oneology at the University of
Fittsburgh Cancer Institute.

Her 2002 book, “When Smoke
Ran Like Water,” focused on
Davis’ hometown of Donora,

Washington County, where 20
people died from exposure to
exhaust from a zinc plant 60
VEears ago.

*“It is hard to believe that in
America, we can have a disas-
ter like that,” Davis sald.

In her new book. Davis chal-
lenges the wisdom of fighting
cancer by trying to cure the dis-
ease, instead of preventing it
from oceurring.

scientists in 1936 were able

On the Web

B For information about Dr.
Devra Davis and her books,
go to www.devradavis.com

to determine that smoking caus-
ed cancer, but it took decades
for that knowledge to come to
light, Dravis said.

“We have been fighting the
wrong war with the wrong wea-
pons,” she said.

This problem is made even
more relevant considering the
increased number of childhood
cancer cases across the coun-
trv, Davis said. The environ-
ment, not genetic factors, caus-
es nine out of 10 cases of len-
kemia, she said

“Genes gFive us the gun. but it
is the environment that pulls
the trigger,” she said.

Craig Hafer, president of the
institute, said the University of
Pittsburgh’s cancer center and
the children’s institute are
working toward a partnership
to share ideas and research.

“This is the cusp of new envi-
ronmental research.” he said.
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